[The effect of arginine and its metabolites on tissue culture of rat myocardium].
In was demonstrated using the method of organotypic culture that arginine and its metabolites: cutrulline, ornitine and especially urea, in ultralow doses stimulated the myocardium proliferation in mature rats. Only nitric oxide (NO) possessed the antiproliferative effect. The cytrulline effect was similar to the arginine effect. The metabolism of these amino acids is intimately interrelated so the cytrulline can be used in the clinic practice as an "argininepreserved" preparation. The antiproliferative NO effect can be delayed by thiole-containing preparations: glulathione and unithiole.